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Officials break ground for ‘game-changing’ library
Grand Valley and community leaders symbolically broke ground September 21 for a new
library that speakers called both a “game changer” and the “intellectual heart of campus.”
A crowd of about 400 gathered to watch
President Thomas J. Haas, Provost Gayle R.
Davis and others turn shovels of dirt and celebrate the start of construction on the new Mary
Idema Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons.
Davis said it may be surprising to some that in
this information age college students still need
a library. “The more information we’re exposed
to, the more we need training to use it critically
and use it well,” she said. “When it opens, this
library will symbolize the intellectual heart of
campus.”
Kate Pew Wolters, chair of Grand Valley’s
Board of Trustees, spoke on behalf of her family. She engaged the audience with a story about
her mother, Mary Idema Pew, who Wolters
called a “rebel and a bit of a trailblazer.”
The Pew Library will provide approximately
1,500 seats for student study, 20 group study

rooms, and offices and
support areas for faculty
and staff members. There
will be room for 150,000
books on open shelves and
600,000 books in an automated storage/retrieval
system.
Dan DeVos, a co-chair of
the Shaping Our Future
campaign, drew laughter
from the audience when
he said the Pew Library
will be quite unlike his college library.
DeVos also read a note
from his father, Richard
Photo by Amanda Pitts
M. DeVos, who apoloFrom left, Kate Pew Wolters and President Thomas J. Haas led others in
gized for his absence at
breaking ground for the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons on September 21.
the ceremony that kicked
off the start of constructthe building is not complete as $4.5 million is
ing a library that will be a “game changer” and
left to raise. “We’re counting on continuing the
unique among university libraries.
generosity of alumni and others who have supJim Brooks, also a co-chair of the Shaping Our
ported this campaign,” he said.
Future campaign, stressed that fundraising for

Across Campus
Grand Valley mourns
death of former dean
Rod Mulder, professor of social work and former Grand Valley dean, died September 21
at the age of 68. Funeral services were held
September 25.
Mulder began his Grand Valley career in 1966
as an instructor of French. He served as director of the Urban Studies Institute and General
Academic Programs from 1972-1974. He later
served as dean of the School of Social Work
from 1994-2003, and dean of the College of
Community and Public Service from 20042008, before returning to his current role as
professor of social work.
“For more than 40 years at Grand Valley as a
faculty member and dean, Rod’s contributions
to building the university were significant,” said
Provost Gayle R. Davis. “We will miss him as a
pioneering faculty member and a friend.”

George Grant, dean
of the College of
Community and Public
Service, said Mulder
loved Grand Valley
and showed that every
day of his life. “He was
everything you wanted
in a leader at Grand
Valley,” said Grant. “He
Rod Mulder
cared about students
and faculty, gave them
all the time they needed, and rejoiced in their
success. Dean Mulder’s personal belief in social
justice played a part in making the School of
Social Work, the College of Community and
Public Service, and the Grand Valley community a more inclusive environment for students,
faculty and staff.”
The family would like to encourage memorial
contributions to the Rod Mulder Scholarship.
For more information, visit the University

Development website at www.gvsu.edu/development.

FAC speaker delivers
first Meijer lecture
Jill Ker Conway, successful author, academician, and businesswoman who serves on the
boards of major corporations, will draw upon a
wealth of experience and insights as she looks
ahead to the next 50 years during a presentation on campus this week.
Conway is the first of three Grand Valley 50th
Anniversary Distinguished Academic Lecturers
in addition to being the inaugural speaker of the
Frederik Meijer Lecture Series and the 2010
Fall Arts Celebration Distinguished Academic
Lecturer.
Her talk, “The Next 50 Years in the World,”
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
we hope they will encourage them to participate in MAP-Works,” said
Nancy Giardina, assistant vice president for Academic and Student
Affairs. “We are aiming for a very high participation rate from students.”

continued from page 1
will be Thursday, September 30, at 7 p.m. on
the second floor of the Eberhard Center on the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
Conway was born in New South Wales in the
Australian outback, where she and her family
lived in near isolation working a sheep station,
until moving to Sydney when she was a teen.
The magnitude of obstacles she has overcome
to reach her full potential has been detailed in
her three books of memoir, beginning with The
Road from Coorain, published in 1989. She has
also edited three anthologies of women’s biographies from around the world. A book sale
and signing will take place after her lecture.

“MAP” stands for Making Achievement Possible. Students fill out a Webbased questionnaire that asks about their college expectations and experiences. The service then generates a personalized report showing how the
student compares to other Grand Valley students. It will also direct the
student to campus resources tailored to his or her individual needs.
More than 4,000 students completed the survey last year. Giardina said
the results led to some changes in programming for some students and
those completing the survey gained a better understanding of how to be
successful in school and where to go for help.
Jill Ker Conway

Conway received a doctorate from Harvard in 1969 and in 1975 became
the first woman president of Smith College, the largest women’s college
in the U.S. She holds 39 honorary degrees from North American and
Australian colleges and universities and serves as a director of ColgatePalmolive Co., and Nike, Inc. She has also served as director of Merrill
Lynch & Co. and Lend Lease Corp.
Generous support and commitment to Fall Arts Celebration 2010 have
been provided by Ginny Gearhart and the Gearhart Family, Liesel and
Hank Meijer, Elaine and Larry Shay, Judy and Peter Theune and media
sponsor WOOD-AM 1300. The lecture is open to the public with free
admission. For more information about this or additional Fall Arts
Celebration events, visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts.

Students participate in MAP-Works
Students in their first or second year at Grand Valley (either first-time
students or transfers) have received an invitation to participate in MAPWorks, a Web-based program that connects students to the help they
need to succeed at Grand Valley.

The survey takes about 20 minutes to complete and it will be available to
students through September 30. For more information, visit www.gvsu.
edu/mapworks.

Prototype wheelchair delivered to
Lincoln Developmental Center
Students from the School of Engineering delivered a power wheelchair
trainer to Lincoln Developmental Center that may brighten the future of
special education students there.
For the past two years, students of John Farris and Chris Pung, professors of engineering, have worked on a product designed to allow standard
wheelchairs to simulate power wheelchair abilities.
More students could qualify for financial assistance to obtain a power
wheelchair if they can prove that they can operate a power wheelchair
safely. The new product is designed to attach to a student’s existing manual chair.
Four engineering students worked on the original design with funding
from Mobility Opportunities Via Education/Experience. This second
design, funded by Ronald McDonald Charities, includes adaptations

“As faculty and staff members talk with first- and second-year students,
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GVFaces
Jeffrey Potteiger
Dean of Graduate Studies
Jeffrey Potteiger arrived at Grand Valley in
July to serve as dean of Graduate Studies.
Since then he has been busy interacting
with faculty members and students who
he sees as key partners to a common goal
of creating graduate programs that fit
Grand Valley’s educational hallmarks.
Potteiger said this position appealed
to him because he was impressed with
the campus community, university’s
values and the West Michigan area.
“When all the pieces fit together, it was an
easy decision to come here,” said Potteiger.
“We owe it to the community, the state, faculty,
staff and students to create the best programs
possible.” He had worked at Miami University
of Ohio as a faculty member and administrator.
Originally from Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania,
Potteiger earned a bachelor’s degree from
Indiana University of Pennsylvania in health
and physical education. He began teaching at
his former high school while also coaching
football, baseball and men’s gymnastics.
Potteiger said that opportunity provided the

essential building
block for his future in
higher education.
“I had to go out and
learn everything about
men’s gymnastics,”
he said. “It gave me
confidence that I can
be presented with a
challenge and still
do a great job.”

Jeffrey Potteiger

He earned a
master’s degree
at McDaniel College while teaching
high school. Juggling 40 hours of work
per week with school responsibilities,
Potteiger said he understands the lifestyle
of a nontraditional graduate student.
“I can empathize with students about
the challenges of working full time,
having a family, going to school at night,
while fulfilling all the requirements for
graduate school,” said Potteiger. “I’ve
been there and had that experience.”
Potteiger earned a doctorate in exercise
physiology from Auburn University.
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What’s Ahead
Open enrollment
webinars offered
Three webinars on open enrollment will
be available for faculty and staff members
who have questions about the changes
in Grand Valley’s medical plans.
The webinars are scheduled for Monday,
September 27, from 3-4 p.m.; Wednesday,
September 29, noon-1 p.m.; and October
5, noon-1 p.m. An e-mail was sent to all
benefit-eligible faculty and staff members
with instructions for joining the online
webinar. Instructions can also be found on
the Health and Wellness website, www.
gvsu.edu/healthwellness. The webinars will
be archived for viewing at later dates.
Open enrollment runs October 26-November
10; all benefit-eligible faculty and staff
members are required to complete the process.
Questions can be directed to the Benefits office
at x12220 or healthandwellness@gvsu.edu.

KCON to offer flu shots
The Kirkhof College of Nursing will offer
flu shot clinics for students, faculty and staff
members and their spouses/dependents
and retirees beginning Monday, September
27, and continuing through October 7.
The schedule is below. Faculty and staff
members need to bring their employee
G number; students need to bring their
insurance card or $25 (either cash or a
check). There is no charge for retirees, faculty
and staff members and their families.
• Monday, September 27, 4-7 p.m.: GVSU
Family Health Center, 72 Sheldon Blvd. SE.
• Tuesday, September 28, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.:
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room.
• Tuesday, September 28, noon-2 p.m.:
GVSU Family Health Center.
• Wednesday, September 29, 8-11 a.m.: CookDeVos Center for Health Sciences, room 253.

• Tuesday, October 5, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.: CookDeVos Center for Health Sciences, room 331.
• Thursday, October 7, 10 a.m.-2
p.m.: Fieldhouse, upper lobby.
Vaccines will continue to be given at the
GVSU Family Health Center after October
7 by appointment, until supplies run out.
Appointments can be made by calling 988-8774.

ArtPrize activities
underway
Grand Valley is hosting two voter registration
sites, 24 artists, as well as educational and
entertaining programming as part of ArtPrize
2010. Grand Valley was selected as one
of seven exhibition centers for this year’s
ArtPrize competition, which began September
22 and continues through October 10.
The GVSU Outdoor Art & Sculpture Exhibition
Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus
will showcase diverse works of art by two
international artists and 22 U.S. artists from
seven states, including 14 from Michigan.
The two voting registration sites are
University Bookstore, in the DeVos Center
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus; and the
20-20 Information Desk in Kirkhof Center
on the Allendale Campus. Voting instructions
can be found at www.artprize.org.
Additional ArtPrize events at Grand Valley
include everything from an ice sculpture
demonstration and hands-on activities, to
three-minute poetry and dance compositions
inspired by the exhibitions. For a complete
list of Grand Valley ArtPrize artists and
events, visit www.gvsu.edu/artgallery.
Faculty members from Grand Valley’s
Department of Art and Design, Brett Colley and
Norwood Viviano, will be among the judges
for the International Award, which will be
announced on September 29. More than 20
Grand Valley alumni are also exhibiting at
other ArtPrize venues.

• Thursday, September 30, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.: DeVos
Center Building C, student project area.

‘As You Like It’ highlights
Shakespeare Festival

• Monday, October 4, 4-7 p.m.:
GVSU Family Health Center.

Cajun fiddle music performed from an
on-stage golf cart and a closing music number

Across Campus

Performances of ‘As You Like It’ will run October 1-11
at the Performing Arts Center.

in a Lady Gaga format are just two ways
Shakespeare is going modern in the Grand
Valley production of “As You Like It.”
Performances are October 1, 2, 7-9 at 7:30 p.m.
as well as October 4, 10-11 at 2 p.m. at the Louis
Armstrong Theatre in the Performing Arts
Center. The October 7 performance will feature
sign language interpretation for the hearing
impaired. Preshow activities on October 1
include a musical performance and discussion.
The assortment of characters includes
a fool, two dukes, lovelorn shepherd,
band of courtiers, and Orlando who met
Rosalind, who was then banished, whom
he meets again, though she is disguised
as a boy and gives him wooing lessons.
“The modern-day setting takes characters,
including Rosalind, on an escape from
Manhattan to seek refuge in the quiet groves
of Appalachia,” said Roger Ellis, professor
of communications who is directing
the show. “We’ve put a modern spin on
Shakespeare’s most delightful romance,
which is filled with wonderful poetry, four
marriages, unbelievable clownery and magical
enchantment, with down-home songs.”
“As You Like It” performances are part
of the annual Grand Valley Shakespeare
Festival, the oldest Shakespeare Festival
in Michigan. For a complete schedule of
festival events, visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes.
Tickets for “As You Like It” are $6-14 and
available at the GVSU Box Office in person
from noon to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
and one hour prior to all performances.

Grand Forum reception

continued from page 2
such as a larger joystick and a power loading system designed by Shawn
Wright, a Student Summer Scholar.
“We have collaborated with many partners in the community and at
Grand Valley,” said Farris. “One of our power wheelchair trainers was
sold to the University of California at Irvine, and they will also work on
peripherals.”
Cathy Ripmaster, LDC physical therapists, has worked on this project
with Grand Valley since 2008. She and physical therapy graduate student
Nicole Mahler have tested the first prototype and Mahler will give a presentation at the American Physical Therapy Association conference in
New Orleans in February, discussing her work with Ripmaster, Farris and
John Peck, director and professor of physical therapy.
“It has been a great opportunity for our students to work on real-world
problems,” said Farris. “The collaboration between departments also
made it possible to provide internship opportunities for two Grand Valley
graduate students.”

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Pictured are, left to right, Craig Hecker, Dottie Seibold and Dave
Seibold, who were initial Grand Forum advisory members, at a
opening reception September 14 in the Alumni House. This marks the
15th year of Grand Forum, an educational outreach program for adults
age 55 and older.
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General Events

Wed., Sept. 29

Mon., Sept. 27

7:30 a.m.: Seidman Alumni Association
Breakfast Lecture Series presents Tim
Selgo. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call
x17100 for information.

Noon: Women’s Center Seminar. “Stopping
the Violence: Effective Community
Response.” HOL. Call x12478 for information.
4-7 p.m.: Flu Shot Clinic. GVSU Family
Health Center, 72 Sheldon Blvd. Call 9880878 for information.
4 p.m.: Geology Department Lecture.
“Crude Oil Contamination in the Shallow
Subsurface,” by Tara Kneeshaw. LTT 101.
Call x13728 for information.
7 and 9 p.m.: Women’s Center Play. “Voices
of Men: Working to End Men’s Violence
Against Women.” CDC.

Tues., Sept. 28
11 a.m.-3 p.m.: Flu Shot Clinic. GRR KC.
Noon: Hispanic Heritage Month Event.
“Hollywood and the Mexican
Revolution,” by Stephany Slaughter. 1240
KC. Call x12177 for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Session.
“Forgiving at Work and Home for a
Happier and Healthier You.” 1142 KC.
Call x12215 for information.
Noon-2 p.m.: Flu Shot Clinic. GVSU Family
Health Center, 72 Sheldon Blvd.

8-11 a.m.: Flu Shot Clinic. 253 CHS.
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series. “How to Bring Healthy Into the
Workplace.” 2263 KC. Call x12215 for
information.
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: GVSU Farmer’s Market.
Parking Lot F.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for
information.
Noon: Latin American Studies Event. “El
Santo.” 2204 KC.
Noon: Arts at Noon presents GVSU Chamber
Players. CDC. Call x13484 for more
information.
2 p.m.: Latin American Studies Event. “La
Lucha Libre.” 2204 KC.
4 p.m.: Women’s Center Lecture. “Women at
Risk International: Human Trafficking,”
by Becky McDonald. GRR KC. Call
x12748 for information.
4:30 p.m.: PACES Graduate Student Success
Workshop. University Club Room, DEV.
Call x16858 for more information.

4 p.m.: Latin American Studies Event.
“The Mexican Revolution: One Century
of Reflection, 1910-2010,” by Thomas
Benjamin. 2204 KC. Call x18110 for
information.

Thurs., Sept. 30

7 p.m.: Writers Series presents Adam
Schuitema. AH. Call x13601 for information.

11 a.m.-1 p.m.: Flu Shot Clinic. Student
Project Area, DEV.

9 a.m.: Health and Wellness Session: Flexible
Work Arrangement Training. 1104 KC.
Call x12215 for information.

Noon: Women’s Center Program. “Silent
Witness: Remembering Lives Lost to
Domestic Dating Violence.” 2204 KC.
Call x12748 for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness Schools of Hope
training. 303C DEV. Call x12215 for
information.
Noon: Latin American Studies Event. Panel
Discussion. CDC.
7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event. “The
Next 50 Years in the World,” by Jill Ker
Conway. EC. Call x12180 for information.

Fri., Oct. 1
3 p.m.: Philosophy Department Colloquium:
“Do Embryos Have Interests?” by Aaron
Simmons. BLL-110 MAK. Call x12114
for more information.
4 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Lecture. “Why
a Shakespeare Festival?” by Jim Volz.
2204 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/shakes for
information.
5:30 p.m.: ArtPrize Event at GVSU Outdoor
Art and Sculpture Exhibition Center.
Courtyard, DEV. Call x12563 for information.
6:45 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival: “As You
Like It” pre-show discussion by Jo Miller,
followed by performance. LAT, PAC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/shakes for information.

Sat., Oct. 2
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival: “As You
Like It.” LAT, PAC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
shakes for information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Roger Moiles, affiliate professor of political
science, was interviewed by Michigan Public
Radio for a story about the retirements of U.S.
Reps. Vern Ehlers and Pete Hoekstra.

Sketches
A. Scott Rood, assistant professor of hospitality and tourism management, wrote an article,
“Understanding Generational Diversity in the
Workplace: What Resorts Can and Are Doing,”
published in the Journal of Tourism Insights.

Kingshuk Majumdar, assistant professor
of physics, wrote an article, “Second-Order
Quantum Corrections for the Frustrated
Spatially Anisotropic Spin-(1/2) Heisenberg
Antiferromagnet on a Square Lattice,” published in Physical Review B.
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, gave a presentation,
“Science and Policy in the Great Lakes,” at the
University of Michigan Law School. He also
received a $27,720 grant from Spring Lake’s
Lake Board to study internal phosphorus loading in Spring Lake.

Mark Schaub, executive director of the Padnos
International Center, was named to the national
review committee for Faculty Fulbright awards
in the discipline of writing and communications. He had served on the national review
committee for student Fulbright awards to the
Middle East.
Vandana Pednekar-Magal, associate professor of communications, gave a presentation,
“Tracking the Turns: A Socio-Economic
Perspective of News in India,” at the
International Communication Association
Conference in Singapore.

